NAGALAND ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION (NERC)

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

No. NERC/TARIFF/CONV/2015




        Dated 03rd Feb, 2015
PUBLIC HEARING

After admitting the ARR & Tariff Petition for the FY 2015-16, the Commission directed the Department of Power, Nagaland (DPN) to publish the Petition in newspapers in an abridged form duly inviting Comments/Objections from public / stake holders.

In order to ensure transparency in the process of determination of tariffs as envisaged in the Electricity Act 2003, the DPN arranged publication of petition in abridged form in 3 leading Local Newspapers calling for objections / comments on 16.01.2015 & 17.01.2015 for two consecutive days. The DPN or the Commission did not receive any objection / comments from the public.

The Commission arranged issuing of Public Notice by publishing in 2 leading Local Newspapers on 24th Jan., 2015 calling for public hearing to be conducted on 03rd Feb, 2015. Accordingly, the Public Hearing was conducted on 03rd Feb, 2015 in the office premises of the commission as scheduled.

Inspite of the Public Notice dated 16.01.2015 & 17.01.2015 published by the DPN as well as the Public Notice dated 24.01.2015 published by the Commission, no consumer came forward to present in the public hearing except Mr. C.R. Lotha, as a consumer as well as a SAC Member attended the said public hearing. 

The Hon’ble Chairman conducted the said hearing and introduced the Secretary of the Commission Mr. W.Y. Yanthan, Retd. Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Nagaland, who was recently appointed after the earlier Secretary demitted office on completing his tenure. Some of those who had informed the Commission of their presence could not turn up as they had some engagement in the court, some suddenly had to attend certain training outside Nagaland etc. However, in the interest of public service, much discussion was held on reliability and efficiency of power supply to the consumers. Inspite of some bottlenecks and certain practical difficulties, a thorough deliberation was carried out on the complaints and grievances of the consumers which was encouraging.
Thereafter, 3 (three) resolutions were adopted which are as follows:
1. That apart from publication of Public Notices in the local newspapers, the DPN should broadcast about the Public Hearing to be held well in advance through the All India Radio (local dialect) so as to enable the consumers to come forward and participate from the next public hearing.

2. A specific provision should be incorporated in the public notice to be published by the DPN from next year, to the effect that, any consumers can send their views/objection/suggestion through mail or registered post addressed to the Secretary to this Commission, in case they are not in a position to attend physically in the public hearing fixed by the Commission with proper identification and address. Necessary action will be taken after proper scrutiny is done. 
3. The District Co-ordination Committee of all districts should be informed well in advance by the Commission to let the consumers within its district be aware about the public hearing to be conducted by the Commission so as to enable the consumers come forward and participate in the said hearing.

The officials of the DPN who participated in the said public hearing expressed the grievances faced by the department which were taken into consideration. Therefore, the DPN officials were requested to come along with relevant documents so as to be taken up in the coming SAC Meetings.

The name of the officers of the DPN and others who attended the Public Hearing are also listed here below:

1. Er. Keviletuo Yiese, Superintendent Engineer (T&G).

2. Er. Wabangmeren Jamir, Executive Engineer (Revenue).

3. Mr. B. Malik, Consultant ACE Business Kolkata.

4. Mr. C.R. Lotha.

5. NERC officers & staffs.
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W. Y. YANTHAN
Deputy Dir.cum-Commission Secretary,
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